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Action on implementing redistricting
process postponed

By Teresa Mcduerrey Gila County Board of Supervisars will
Decamber 17, 2010 wail anather month befare they start

ADVERTISEMENT

moving toward redisirdcting.
Emall Postacomment Prinl

Al the Dec. 14 meeling the supervisors
were o adopt a rezolulicn lo establish
guidelines for the seleclion of a cilizens
redistricling commiltes,

The proposed resolulion calls for the
cammittee-to be seated by Feb. 28,

Linds Eastlick, with the counly elections | E
department, asked the board lo 'ET%;E
postpone acling an the resolution so the AR =
guidelines can be refined to not enly

aslablish the commillee's dutles and
responsibilities, but lo alsa clearly state
it is an advisory committee and how the
counly will go abaul creating the
application process for citizens who
wish lo serve,

The board agreed to postpone the
malter untll Tuesday, Jan. 18,
According lo state law, redistricling in
counlies may be done at any lime, but it
must be done follawing the completion
of the federal census,

112 E. HIGHWAY 260
474-6050

Once astablished, the redislricting

committea — working with the county
eleclions depariment, the supervisors and the county's consultants —
will ablain public Input, held public hearings and review allernative QUESTION OF THE WEEK

redlstricting plans. Do you think the current Fossil

The supervisor dislricts must have equal populations (with not more creek plan is a good idea?
than 10 percent difference) and special voting groups cannot be

[Clv
diluted. District One Supervisor Tommie Martin explained in Gila lr | N:a
Caunly that means not diluling the voter base on he San Garlos o -

Rgsetruallnn or the Hispanic population In the soulhern part of the IE'J, Needs mere study
counly. L} Don't do anything

. Vet j or see resulls
SRR
Translate Share 1

http://www.paysonroundup.com/news/2010/dec/1 7/action-implementing-redistricting-proc... 37117201t
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Good news amidst bad year for schools

danuary 25, 2011 It's hard to find the shards of good news ADVERTIS

Emall Postaeommonl Pint In the dabris of educalion news lhese PR
days. But amldst all the clamor and
calamily, we took heart at one tidbit Ina
recent high schaal progress report lo
the Payson Unified School Board.

Far fewer freshmen and juniors flunked
& class last year. The fallure rate among
sophomores and seniors also declined,
but less significantly.

Moraover, the wealth of data released
showad a heartening embrace of
evidence — an example we hope the
school board will take to heartinils
budget deliberations.

High schaol principal Kathe Ketcham

_and vice princlpal Anna Van Zile were
rightly caulious In interpreling the
stalistles showing that last year sludents
flunked 144 fewer classes. Bul the
figures seem to support the wisdom of
the new scheduling that gives sludents
slx instead of seven classes, with more
ime in each class.

Of course, that shift also makes it
harder to interpret the numbers, After
all, if sludents take 14 percent fewar
classes that could account for a drop In
the number of falled classes. That may largely explain the 14 percant
decline among seniors and the 8 parcent decline among sophomores.

However, the striking 38 percenl decline among freshmen and 46
percent drop among Junlors represents real improvement. Of course,
20 lo 25 percent of high school sludents still fail af least one class —a
dispirillng number, even if it is declining.

Howavar, we lake heart In the trend — and the willingness to make a
detalled reporl lo the community.

In & world that made any sense, reforms would follow In the wake of
such a reporl as we bulld on that success. Adminisirators credil things
llke the Gear Up program, a grant-supported effort to idantify struggling
students In ime o help them.

O+ 1HOME = UIFGCYGUSIHEDS
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Will a solar paneled Event
Center roof ever really be built

[(:__l Yos

C|Ne
| Undecided

or 5u8 rasulls

http://www.paysonroundup.com/news/2011/jan/25/good-news-amidst-bad-year-schools/ 3260+



P Gt m m e mAT o mmsiassame WA J WAL WA OWAAWLLO Tapge 2019

Pad-Uhe oocld coeaint walee nueclSense \.f-\-LL(

t{gﬂ reue] t:- i Ml g ----p Istal: Tha anhaai kaesd bl

wallogard Ly L.l:
likely spend this year hacking away al varlous programs, trylng to get FH':'TU GALLERIES

rid of an $830,000 deflclt,

Still, we have Ihis one, undeniable plece of good news. So lal's sit here
a mament In the rulns, admiring ils hefl In our hands.

Make a differance

“To make democracy work, wa must be a natlon of parlicipants, not
simply observers.”

— Louis L'Amour
No money. Lang hours, Lols of pressure. Greal polentlal for canfiict,

Sound like the perfect Job? How about If you get to shape the future
and crusade for trulh and Justlce?

Plaase note the small item In today's paper saying the Glia County
Board of Supervisors is seeking applicalions lo serve on a commiltes
to draw the boundary lines of the lhree supervisorial districts to reflect
the results of the 2010 census,

We dan't yel have (he lalest numbers on the population shifts In the
counly thal have taken place since the 2000 census, but Arizana's
population has risen 24 percent. Most lkaly, the numbers will shaw
that the northern part of Glla Gounly now has tha majority of Ihe
population, which should force a realignment of district lInes that
currently favor Glabe, the county seat.

TOPADE RSS

‘Top Jobs « Top fenlals - Top transporiallon

Tha board of supervisors Is now seeking a pool of people to serve on a
nine-person commiltee to draw up new district lines. The applicanls
must be registered volers who haven't been elacled officials, lobbyists,
on eampaign committees or counly employees — and who will

promise not fo run for office In the next three years.

We hope a strong core of Rim Counlry residents will file applicallons
and thal the board will not politicize the ullimate seleclion process,

Make no mistake, the commiitea has & vilal job. An adrolt line-drawing INSUILARNC & FINANCTA

last lime around gave southern Glla Gounly effeclive conlrol of the i@. B '1'\'\‘\'J':\ff.'ﬁ'i‘.‘.}{.u R
board of supervisors and the Gila Communlly Callege board. That ADVERTISEMENT
helps explaln why Payson has inadequate county facllitles and a

shriveled share of counly attention and spending. We hope that a

slrang, incisive, falr-minded redistricting committee will produce fair

district lines that slill adhere to federal laws that seek lo preserve lhe

clout and integrily of minority communilles — like the two Indian

reservallons within the caunly boundarles.

Anyone interested can gel an application enline at
www.gilacountyaz.gov or swing by the offices of District One
Supervisor Tommia Madin, at 610 E, Highway 260 during businass
hours.

We know serving will require the sacrifice of lime and affart.

But the pay Is great: You'll make a difierence.

“Remember one thing about democracy. We can hava anylhing we
want and at the same time we always end up with exaclly what we

deserve,”

— Edward Albee

http://www.paysonroundup.com/news/201 1/jan/25/good-news-amidst-bad-year-schools/ "*11‘317‘2@1‘1"'



County poised to rip off Rim Country

March 4, 2011

Emall Pestacomment Print

- - I

$Speaking of the Panama Canal, Sen, ADVERTISEMENT
Sam Hayakawa once commented: “lt's /0 110 a
ours. We stole it fair and square.”

The Gila Counly Board of Supervisars
seams to have the same attilude toward
redistricting,

The incumbents have made a
shameless altempt to stack the deck of
the supposedly indepandent
redistricting commission, charged wilh
drawing the new lines for tha counly
supervisorial districts. The list of
redistricting committee members
includes three residents of northern Gila
Caunly and six residents from southerm
Gila County,

Apparenlly, the two south-county
oriented supervisors think they can get
away with gerrymandering the counly
once again so thay can swindla
residents in the north county out of thelr
canstitutional right to equal
representation.

Now, we haven't yet seen the
populalion figures from the 2010 census
for each town in the counly. But we
suspect we'll discover northern Gila
Cotinty now has a decisive majority of
the counly's population — since Payson alone shauld have nearly 30
percent of the counly population.

A decada ago, adroit gerrymandering compaounded by faderal
restriclions on splitting the San Carlos Apache Reservation between
two supervisorial districls gave the south counly area two vates on the
three-vole board. Evan a decade ago, those district lines fallad to
reflect population palterns and warped county polities,

As a rasult, for the past decade, southern Gila County has reaped
dispropartionate benefits and north county voters have footed the bill.

Thea makeup of the redistricting commiltee suggesis Supervisors
Shirley Dawson and Mike Pastar think they can perpeluate this grave
injuslice far another decade — despite the cantinuing shift In
papulation.

The case seems especially egregious when it comes to tha
appointments made by Shirley Dawson, whose shamelessly
gerrymandered district Includes Star Valley — the helpless tall on a
shagay dog. But instead of recommending the appolniment of peaple
from the north eaunty portion of her district — she packed the Jury with
thrae residents of Globe.

Payson Mayor Kenny Evans has declared publicly that the lawn will file
alawsuit before it lels the supervisors disenfranchise narth county

residents once again.

We're glad,

http://www.paysonroundup.com/news/201 1/mar/04/county-poised-rip

-rim-country/
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Alas, It's prabably time to call the lawyers — based on the disregard of
simple falmess reflected in the redistricting committee's mambership.

No doubt — sauth eounty stole power last ime around — maybe not
fair and square, but cerlalnly very skillfully.

This time, we'll suggest a different cliché: Fool me once, shame on
you. Faol me twice, shame on me.

Legislature losing its grip

Near as we can tell, they're having a nervous breakdown baneath the
copper dome,

Alas, even our own normally conservative and sensible Sen. Sylvia
Allen appears affected.

Witness the radical, half-baked overhaul of universily funding that has
escaped the Senate Appropriations Commiliee. It's a ganey, daughy,
Indigestible mess. Unaccountably, District 5 Sen, Allen, who s also
president pro tem of the Senate, voted for this awful idea.

Naw, the idea behind the bill almost makes sense, Lel's interject some
competition Inta higher education and make cost-effective, responsive
colleges and universities compete for students.

So the bill eliminates the board of regents, sets ups four independently
governed universities and shifts to a voucher syslem — so stale
funding will follow the sludents rather than flaw to the insfitlulions
based loosely on anraliment.

Such an approach would only make sense if you worked aut the
detalls. Instead, the Appropriations Committee seems to have thrown
the 5B 1115 up into the air, admired the futter of papers and sent it
onto the Sanate floor. They just left blanks when it came to
determining the size of the vouchers and didn't decide whether to offar
tha same voucher for a communily college student as for a medical
school student.

Absurd. Incomprehensible. Foolish,

If it advances, the praposal will spawn such profound chaos that it
would most certainly doom the nearly completed deal between Payson
and Arizana State University to bulld exaclly the sort of low-coat
college the slate so desperately needs. SB 1115 would likely have the
same effect as remaving a runner's skeleton befora a marathon hoping
It will make him more flexible,

At the minimum, the appropriations committee should have launched a
deep study of the ideas the bill contains and worked out the devilishly

Important detalls,

Instead, Sen. Allen said she voted for the bill to *furiher the debate.”
Amazing. We don't know what to make of such an addled atiitude.

Unless they're Just having a mental breakdown downtown.

http://www.paysonroundup.com/news/2011/mar/04/county-poised-rip-rim-country/ —8H9/20H
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MONDAY, MARCH 7, 2011

South will prevail if north ignores lessons of past
GAZETTE BLOG EDITORIAL

By Jim Keyworth

Gazette Blog Editor

In a recent editorfal headlined "County poised to rip off Rim Country,"

the Payson Roundup takes a posftion which seems to suggest that it

and the high mucky mucks at town hall whe it supports will be

standing in opposition to Gila County's latest attempt to hijack our
rights through the redistricting process. That's well and good.

What concerns us, as it so often has, is that neither the newspaper nor
the public officials have the requisite sense of history to be
successful.

Back a decade ago when the issue was last determined, former Payson
Mayar Ray Schum waged a mighty battle to promote a fair redistricting
plan of his own design. The Roundup editorial doesn't even mention
his name, much less provide any insights into why he failed.

The Roundup’s turnover in the past 10 years has been rather thorough
-- a new publisher, three editors, a couple echelons of reporters.
MNobody is left who covered the battle a decade ago.

| was there 10 years ago. | went to the public meetings. | covered
Schum's efforts for the Roundup. My stories are in the Roundup's
archives.

While the Roundup refuses to acknowledge my existence because |
continue to give them a hard time over what | perceive as their
journalistic deficiencies, Ray Schum is alive and well. Friends of his
still live in the Rim Country and both information and access are
readily available if the Roundup is willing to use some of its
considerable resources to do the footwork.

Why does it matter? Because the county prevailed despite an
intelligent and determined opposition waged by Schum. Because,
despite Schum's entreaties and warnings, northern Gila County didn't
provide him a lot of support. Because, as he told me afterward, the
consultant hired by Gila County to draw up the gerrymandered plan
intentionally skewed his winning recommendation in favor of those
who were writing his check - the south.

But most important because it is blatantly wrong and illegitimate for
the Gila County Board of Supervisors to be made up of two
representatives from Globe and one from the Rim Country when the
balance of power has so clearly shifted to the north. There is so much
at stake for the south to maintain the status quo that they will fight
dirty and they will fight tenaciously to maintain a stranglehood on Gila

http://rimcountrygazette.blogspot.com/search/label/GILA%20COUNTY ?updated-max=201... 8A726TT"
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County. They best not be underestimated.

The Roundup closes its naive editorial with the old "Fool me twice,
shame on me” quote. We'd like to respectfully offer another old saw
for their consideration: "Those who don't know history are destined to
repeat it."

Let's bring that Edmund Burke quote home to the Rim Country: If the
Payson Roundup and others who oppose what the south will try to do
to us yet again don't carefully consider what happened 10 years ago,
they will most assuredly be fooled once more.

And, since we're in a cliche mode, you can take that to the bank.

http://rimcountrygazette.blogspot.com/search/label/GILA%20COUNTY 7updated-max=201.. =5 H204.
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n it comes to finding a doctor, we've got you covered.

To fint a physician, b, Payson Reglonal
call 474-3222 or visit www.paysonhospital.com. (fkwb Medical Center

Buttar Heslthears Staris Hara.
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County caught pulling new redistricting scam Rim Countr Health &
Retirement ommumtg

Mareh 11, 2011

Too lillle, maybe too late. That sums up ADVERTISEMENT
Emall Postmcomment Print the possibility thal the Gila County | Z
Board of Suparvisars may fix an
oulrageous effart to manipulate the
redistricting process.

The three supervisors recently
appolnted constituents to the commiilea
that will draw up new district boundary
lines for the board of supervisors, Gila
Community College and olher speclal
districts.

The dislricls of supervisors Shirley
Dawson and Mike Pastor both eantain
many north county voters, but all six of
{He paople they put on the nine-member
commillee come from soulh counly.
They ignored the paris of northern Gila
Counly that elecled them to represent
thelr Interests.

Ula

Apparanlly, they hope thay can quietly
manipulale district boundarles {o ensure
{hal soulh counly conlinues {o conlrol
the board of supervisors and the GCC
governing board — despite the steady
shift of the cenler of population to the
north.

Thal's simply unacceplable — and
ullimately unconstilutional,

ADVERTISEMENT

Faced with predictable oulrage, the Board of Supervisors is being
asked to expand membershlp an the redisidcling commillee to 12.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK

T T How long will it take to actually
ow, that's kind of like catching a horse thief with a herd of yaur

horses and having him grin sheepishly and offer to give you back three QEt an ASU Campus

of them — no charge. in Payson?

_F Thrae years
C | Four years
@ Five years
% Longer than five years
—')  |notatan

Translala Shara : 1 Lol I &y : X

Even if all three of the proposed new commiilee members live in north
counly, that still gives soulh counly two thirds of the seals, but less

http://www.paysonroundup.com/news/2011/mar/11/county-caught-pulling-new-redistrictin... “3£4/20%31—
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their best lo draw fair and reprasentaliva district lines — no malter
where they live.

And perhaps wa're belng paranald, thinking that Dawsan and Paster
are deliberately trylng to stack the deck to make sure the district lines
continue to faver the south — and the political power bases (hat
elecled them.

But we have been living with the current, skewed district linas for the
past decade. We have seen the consequences played out repeatedly,

with mast caunty facililies and funding reserved for south eounty — like

as not financed with the properly laxes pald by folks In north county.
Call us paranoid, Call us cynical. Or Just eall us observant. Call us
whatever you want — just don't think we will stand here with our hands
In our pockels walching it happen again.

Granlted, they got away with fixing the game 10 years ago, But that
don't mean the swindle will work again. This clumsy, bald-faced
altemnpt to pack the redistricling commillea looks like they figure they
can just saddle up the horses Ihey stole on the last visil and replenish
their herd.

Dan't bet on it, That sound you hear — thal's the posse coming.
Payson campus survives another legisiative threat

Anll-concelved bill that wauld have upended the systam for financing
the state's universilies looks like it will die in the Senate Rules
Commiitee,

§B 1115 would have deranged the current syslem for goveming and
funding the state's three public universilles. Arizona State University's
proposed Payson campus would have surely died in the crossfire, like
an innocent bystander in a gang shootout.

Senate President Pro-Tem Sen. Sylvia Allen confirmed this week that
§B 1115 will dle qulelly In the Senate Rules Commillee, with the
cansent of ils mercurial, hip-shooling authar — Sen. Andy Blggs.

The quiet death of a bad bill will remove the lalest threat {o Payson's
effort 1o strike a deal with ASU to bulld 2 high-tech campus forup to
6,000 students, which will charge hall the luition as the stale’s exlsling
universilles.

Peapla who Initially supported the bill haped that getling rid of the
Board of Regents and funding student vouchars might lree the
universllies to compate for students and given sludents mare control
over the flow of state monay.

Howaver, the Appropriations Commillee adopled the measure in the
dead of the night as a strike-all bill, which means no one had a chance
to think through the real Impact of its radical restruclurng. In the end, it
wauld have spawned chaos rather than reform — and replaced the
autherity of the Board of Regents with a far mara polilical and
haphazard process in the Legislalure.

Sen, Allen sald she voled for [tin commiltee to show support for Blggs,
bul she later played a key role in the reconsideratlon of ils provisions
which led to ils welcome burial in the Rules Commiilee,

Farlunately, ASU officlals have sald lhay hope lo praceed with the

Payson campus despite those culs, depending on the culcome of a
marketing sludy.

Translala Shara 1

http://www.paysonroundup.com/news/2011/mar/1 1/county-caught-pulling-new-redistrictin... 3/44/2011— .
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Carolyn Wall is an award
winning journalist who
has worked as a reporter
for numerous newspapers
in Arizona since 1988,

We welcome your news,
information, and
advegigjgg. Advegjgg on
this page for only $20 per
month.

Email us at:
carrienettie®yahoo.com

HELP SUPPORT
INDEPENDENT JOURNALISM

If you enjoy the Payson
Daily Bugle and want to
support independent
journalism, could you
contibute a small
monthly amount? For

http://paysondailybugle.blogspot.com/search/label/Government
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TUESDAY, MARCH 22, 2011

Redistricting Gila County no easy task

By Carolyn Wall
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those who cannot
contribute, we fully
understand. We welcome

......your comments, press

releases, meeting and
event information, story
ideas and literary
contributions. Send news
and information to
carrienettie@yahoo.com.

Financial contributions
can be sent to:

Carolyn Wall, 918 E.
Willow Circle, Payson, AZ
85541 or made by Paypal.

OUR CONTRIBUTORS
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Alan Hudson, Features
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from Leoni

Carole Mathewson,
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Andy McKinney, Movie
Reviews

Pat Rollins, Sunday Scribe

Dean Shields, Rim
Country Photos

Col. Bill Sahno, Veterans'
News
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Six committee members representing cities, towns ar
unincorporated communities north of Roosevelt Dan
others representing the southern half of Gila County:
Redistricting Advisory Committee that will take on tt
carving up the county into voting districts based on ]
released 2010 census figures.

In order to qualify political candidates for 2012, the
committee must get this done by the fall of 2011. This
the Department of Justice (DOJ) 60 days to approve
that will redraw the boundaries for the supervisors, t
community college and vocational education district:
committee will do this with the help of experienced
consultants Tony Sissons of Research Advisory Servi
Bruce Adelson of Federal Compliance Consulting.

Sissons and Adelson were on hand Tuesday, March 2
District 1 Supervisor Tommie Martin’s office to answ
questions and share their expertise on the controvers
matter of meeting the DOJ’s criteria for redistricting
provide fair and equal representation — no easy task,
State of Arizona found 10 years ago when the DOJ in
Washington objected to the state’s redistricting plan.

“The numbers were less than they represented, 48 pe
Hispanic voters, not 55 percent,” Adelson said. “The:
higher number of people under 18 years old.”

That is why Arizona is now one of 16 states that has t
approval for its redistricting plans from the DOJ.

3292611
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“As long as we have Russell Pearce doing Russell Pea
things, we’re under a spotlight,” Martin said.

The way the county is split into districts now gives m:
weight to the southern half, according to Martin.

The Gila Community College Board, with five membe
two who represent the northern part of the county, a:
three County Supervisors, Martin is the only one whc
constituency is comprised solely of the residents of tt
northern half of the county.

The DOJ looks at one person, one vote, and protects-
Native American and Hispanic vote when it looks to
redistricting plan. Section V of the Redistricting Plan
that discrimination is whether people who are non-W
have electoral opportunity.

“Ten years ago the state made a serious big mistake,’
said, “And we're paying for it.”

Census Populations in Gila County Cities, Towns, Pla

Payson: 2010-15,301 (an increase of 12.34 %)
2000-13,620

Star Valley: 2010-2,310
2000-n/a

Pine 2010-1,963 (an increase of 1.66%)
2000-1.931

Strawberry: 2010-961 (a decrease of 6.52%)
2000-1,028

202920+
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« Peoria police: Man

breaks into estranged
wife's home

= Homebuilders pin

hopes on retiring Baby
Boomers

AZ BUSINESS NEWS

Taser gets stun gun
order from Aardvark
Tactical

Case-Shiller: Poor
January, Phaoenix down

ATE&T investigates
Jawa, suspends codes

WHAT'SON TV

TV Listings

TASTE OF HOME

Lemon Meringue
Muffins

Herbed Tomato Fish
Bake

Honey-Lime Grilled
Chicken

Creamy Radish Dip
Veggie Chicken Pitas

DAILY CROSSWORD PUZZLE

httn://pavsondailvbuele.blogsnot.com/search/label/Government

Young:

Globe:

Hayden:

Miami:

Winkleman:

San Carlos:

2010-666 (an increase of 18.72%)
2000-561

2010-7,532 (an increase of 61%)
2000-7,486

2010- 662 (a decrease of 25.78%)
2000-892

2010-1,837 (a decrease of 5.11%)
2000-1,936

2010-353 (a decrease of 20.32%)
2000-443

2010-4,038 (an increase of 8.67%)
2000-3,716

In Gila County, the Hispanic population in District 1-
is 1,467, an increase of 86.88 percent. District 2’s His
population for 2010 is 4,916, an increase of .36 perce
District 3 is 18,341, an increase of 6.96 percent.

The American Indian population for 2010 in District
up from 128, and an increase of 178.91 percent. Distr
a population of 715, an increase of 72.29 percent, and
3 has the largest American Indian population at 6,90
17.62 percent over the last census.

For information on the State of Arizona census, go to
http://2010.census.gov/2010census/data.

Posted by Carolyn Wall at 5:22 PM 0 comments

Labels: Government, Regional
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v North-South county divide a wrench in
redistricting works

By Teresa McQuerrey

March 25, 2011

Northern Gila County may have been given three more seats on the redistricting boat, but that's no guarantee for smooth
sailing. Its first day at sea left the committee's election of a chairman in knots.

The redistricting committee had its first meeting March 22 and it had only two action items. The first was to select a chair.
The other was to determine the date of its next meeting.

The committee's guidelines, created by the county's election office and approved by the supervisors, require approval of
any action by nine votes, not a simply majority of 7.

The committee took five different votes. The first two were to elect a chairman. Thomas Moody of Globe was nominated
and so was Mike Vogel of Payson. In the first vote, each nominee was given six votes. The outcome was the same in the
second vote. In both cases, the polling was evenly split between the north and south representatives.

Moody said he didn't want {o see the committee become a north vs, south fight, so offered to withdraw his name.

f

The third vote was to name co-chairs. That failed 3-9.

At that point Moody withdrew his name and Bob Pastor, another Globe resident and nominator of Moody in the first place,
nominated Roberto Sanchez of Star Valley for the post. Sanchez declined.

The fourth vote was to elect Vogel chair. That failed as well, with Vogel getting only eight votes, so it failed 8-4.

Finally, with a unanimous vote, the committee agreed to put off elecling a chairman until its next meeting, giving members a
chance to become better acquainted with one another,

The group will meet in about a month to begin reviewing the census data the county has just received.

In the meantime, the members may send counly elections director Linda Eastlick brief autoblographies to be included in the
group’s next information packet.

In other business, deputy county attorney Bryan Chambers gave the redistricting committee a crash course in open
meeting law. This was followed by presentations by the county's redistricting consultants Bruce Adelson and Tony Sissons.

Adelson is a former U.S. Department of Justice Civil Rights Division senior attorney and was team leader for review of all
P Avrizona redistricting submissions In 2000. His work with the committee and county will include: examination of DOJ files on

K:/, Gila County, advice on strategy to avoid diluting special voting populations of Native Americans and Hispanics, provide an

“insider” view of new DOJ regulations and procedures and advise on the content of the county's application for DOJ
preclearance.

http://www.paysonroundup.com/news/201 1/mar/25/north-south-county-divide-wrench-red... 3728/2011—
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Because of past bad practices, Arizona is one of several states that must have its redistricting plans "precleared” by the
federal government before elections can be held.

Sissons has managed 17 successful city and county redistricting processes (one city, 16 counties) — all were precleared
by the DOJ on first submission and none were ever challenged in court. He will provide technical and procedural assistance
to Gila County staff and the redistricting committee.

Sissons will analyze the census data for the redistricting process and will eventually draw the formal boundary maps for the
supervisor, community college and joint technical education districts.

Originally published at: http:!Iwww.paysonroundup.cum!newslzu11imarlz5rnurthnsnuth-counlwdivide-wrench-redistrlctlng
-wor/

httn://www.navsonroundun.com/news/201 1/mar/25/morth-south-countv-divide-wrench-red... —3/28/2011
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Archive for Friday, March 25, 2011
Enough is enough of county gerrymandering

March 25, 2011 Editor: ADVERTISEMENT

Email Postacomment Print
| have been a full-time resident of

Payson for almast 20 years. [ observed
firsthand Lhe obvious disparily In
allocated resources, supplles, and
counly infrastruclure Impravaments,
Dog bone projects are thrown to
northern Glla Caunty taxpayers to
facilitate the stalus quo and keep us
silent.

'Fhe gerrymandering of our election
dislricls designed by the political elite of
Globe, has maintained this siranglehold
for too long.

The new federal census has been
released, The clear malorily of the
population resides in norlhern Gila
Counly and has far some lime.

Solution, two counly supervisor seals
for northern Gila County, one for the
soulh south. Or, as some are discussing
now, a seriaus effort to split the counly if
no timely palilical correction is made,
Enough [s enough.

Dan Evans

Dfficlal Cansyus Stats
Get Usefu| Stats, Tables, Maps, and More fram the Census Bureau,
2010.census.gov

Aduby Google

Post a comment Post a blog entry

You have to be logged In to

Post a comment (Requires free blog on Payson Roundup.

registr atio ﬂ) Please log In or sign up.
Posling comments requires a free account and verification. Learn more about blagglng on
Payzan Roundup.
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK

If passed how will the Senate
Budget plan affect Payson?

@ Payson won'l be alfecled
€ | Payson will become a ghost lown

(" | Payson residants’ qualily of life will suffer grestly

‘"J Payson will transfarm inlo a small
village communily

,‘\.,l".glg:___:‘ or see resulls

http://www.paysonroundup.com/news/201 1/mar/25/enough-enough-county-gerrymandering/—3/28/2011,
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County redistricting is politically charged
process

By Pete Aleshire

April 8, 2011

Race will likely trump population when it comes to the politically explosive task of drawing new Gila County district lines.

For the past decade, supervisorial district lines that favor the south county over the north have spurred protests and fierce
palitical struggle.

The Justice Department's attempt to protect the political clout of minority communities will likely play the decisive role in the
task of drawing up new district lines in the shadow of the 2010 census.

On one hand, officials in northern Gila County hope new district lines will shift the balance of power to the north, which now
has more than 55 percent of the population. While Payson's population has risen more than 12 percent since 2000, the

population of Globe, Miami, Superior and Winkelman have shrunk or stagnated.

On paper that looks like a no-brainer. Surely mesting the constitutional requirement of "one man, one vate" will ensure that
new district lines will neatly reverse the division that currently gives south county residents control of both the board of
supervisors and the Gila Community College board.

Simple. Right? Not so fast,

Gotta check this out with the Justice Department, which rejected Arizona's redistricting plans in both 2000 and 1990. In
both cases, the Justice Department said Arizona had lied about its numbers to slip through boundaries that would minimize
the influence of Hispanic voters in Maricopa, Pima and Pinal counties, according to a recent briefing for the Rim Country
community by consultants hired by the county to advise the recently established redistricting committee.

So Arizona is one of 16 states that will have to get federal approval of its new district lines. And the Justice Department
lawyers will remain focused mostly on how the new district lines will affect Native American or Hispanic voters.

That underlying truth largely accounts for the complexity of the political struggle that already swirls around the county's
redistricting committee — which now has six north county and six south county members.

“We have a right to have our voices heard,” said Payson Mayor Kenny Evans, who has vowed the town will file a lawsuit if
the district lines don't reflect the population shift in the past decade.

“We'll do whatever we have to do. We have not had that equal voice in our government in the past decade. We want to see

a Gila County that is united: It has always felt like the north versus the south. It's time to put down these swords and
sabers."

htto://www.pavsonroundun.com/news/201 1 /ant/0R leonntv-redistrictinonnliticallvocharasd 5903
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A review of the raw data hosted by Gila County Supervisor Tommie Martin underscored the complexity of the task, that
must satisfy both the constitutional requirement of equal representation and the 1965 Voting Rights Act's concern with
gerrymandering that affects minority voters.

Recently released census figures show northern Gila County has grown faster than southern Gila County, where most of
the area's minority residents live.

In the past decade, north county communities grew while key south county communities shrank.

For instance, Payson's population (15,301) grew 12 percent, Tonto Basin (1,424) grew 69 percent and Young (666) grew
18 percent. Pine stayed essentially unchanged and Strawberry shrank by 6 percent.

By contrast, Globe's tally (7,486) barely changed and Miami (1,827), Hayden (662) and Winkelman (353) all declined
between 6 and 25 percent.

The fastest-growing area in southern Gila County turned out fo be the San Carlos Apache Reservation, including the
communities of Peridot and San Carlos, which grew by 7 percent and 9 percent.

Currently, two of the three county supervisor seats mostly represent south-county voters, with one district dominated by the
north. Supervisor Tommie Martin's district includes all of Payson, Pine, Strawberry and nearby communities.

Supervisor Shirley Dawson represents the San Carlos Apache Reservation, a chunk of the Globe area with many Hispanic
residents and a piece of northern Gila County, including Star Valley.

Supervisor Mike Pastor represents the rest of the Globe area, the heavily Hispanic areas of Hayden and Winkelman and a
wide swath of lightly populated land that includes much of the Tonto Basin.

At first glance, drawing boundaries that divided the 54,000 county residents among three supervisorial shouldn't be too
difficult — just put about 17,000 voters in each district.

But throw in the potential impact on minority communities and the task gets complicated.

Congress passed the Voting Rights Act as the cornerstone of a sweeping set of civil rights laws designed mostly to overturn
systems In the south that prevented most black citizens from even registering to vote. The law held that lawmakers could
not draw district lines in a way designed to prevent minority voters from electing someone who represented their views —

especially a candidate of their own race.

The act has generally increased the political elout of minority voters, including Hispanic and Native American voters in
Arizona.

The county consultants, Bruce Adelson and Tony Sissons, worked on redistricting back in 2000, when the Justice
Department rejected Arizona's district lines in 2000.

Normally, the Justice Department has favored lines that will create a district with a 50 percent to 55 percent minority
population. Such a district can often elect a minority candidate.

The just-released census figures show that the population in Martin's north-county dominated District 1 is 8 percent
Hispanic and 2 percent American Indian.

Pastor’s, south-county dominated District 2 is 29 percent Hispanic and 4 percent Native American.

httn-/Fararmar navreanramdnm ramineaefIN1 1 lanr/N@/nmnnir radicteinting walitinaller abasmad  —AHFSTNTT



g

A

r CLJ aOVILL j.\.ulul““kl ' \-J\JI-M.I.I'-J AWLLiT LA l"—'\-lﬁﬁ& L HUA&MUNIJ SALINAL tl'-l-\l"\l"'h"-'

Dawson's south-county dominated District 3 is 18 percent Hispanic and 15 percent Native American, since it includes all of
the San Carlos Apache Reservation.

The county redistricting consultants said any plan that dilutes these percentages of minority voters would likely wave red
flags under the noses of the ultimate Justice Department reviewers.

The impact on minority voters will likely take precedence over ensuring districts each have the same population. Judges
have accepted districts with population variances as great as 10 percent. In theory, each supervisor district should have
17,866 residents, which means Pastor's district has 4 percent too few, Dawson's district has almost 3 percent too many and
Martin's district has 1 percent too many.

So on the face of it, line drawers could balance out population by small shifts in the line that would move some voters from
Dawson's district to Pastor's, without upsetting the Justice Department or disturbing the dominance of southern Gila
County.

However, other possibilities may emerge as the redistricting committee fiddles with computerized maps that allow them to
instantly calculate populations and minority percentages whenever they move a district line.

For instance, the existing district lines split up the Hispanic population in the Globe and Winkelman area between Pastor's
and Dawson's districts. As a result, District 3 is 25 percent Hispanic and District 2 is 17 percent Hispanic.

In addition, Dawson's district includes the entire San Carlos Apache Reservation, which means that Native Americans
comprise one-third of the population.

But suppose you concentrated the Hispanic voters in one district, giving those minority voters close to the 55 percent target
the Justice Department often seeks.

That could create a new swing district that would include both the San Carlos and the Tonto Apache Reservation, with a
population base that would lean north.

That sort of calculation will likely dominate the deliberations of the redistricting committee in the weeks and months to
came.

Originally published at: hitp://www.paysonroundup.com/news/2011/apr/08/county-redistricting-politically-charged-
process/
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