Gila College’s five

Ty

dlstr_lct's p0pula,t10.1iff
now badly lopsided

Redletnetmg preeeee
will shiff power to.
nerth county. unleee
con:tm1ttee drewe
strange hﬂes

BY PETE Ax.eeeme pics
RDUMJDP STAFF REPO.H TEB

b Hug‘e populehon
that' have develeped in’ the past

decade in the five. Gila Gbmmun—" :
ity Co]leg‘e distnote will force. af:'-I
‘dramatic shift. in. houndaries,-
aeeerdmg to reeenﬂy releaeed i

census figiires; |

Those. ehe,nges eeuld we]l shift
: the balance of power decisively -
. north on gne of the most deeply’
“divided and eontentmue eleeted---

hoerd,e in' the county: . -

The Jargest commn.mty eo]lege--'
dmtrief: now has Jmore. than 3(]'

ol "

i erences '

pereent more residents then the.

smallest district, well in excess of

s the. 10-percent maximum’ gap
eourts have accepted inthe past. -

C’urrentlx, the boundaries of
ehairmau Bob Aehford’s District

board member 'Ibm Leefﬂere

+ - District 1 in Pa.yﬁon now include.
* 11,670 residerits = an 8 pe;-eent

increase in the past decade.”
' On the, faee of it, the big popu-

atien g’aine in the north coimty - -
_ would argue for s, ehiftinpeWer-‘. E
by the time the redistricting- -

+- 4n Globe inélude 8 972 residents . .
. —a E-pereeut decrease frem
; : By eentr&et the heundaries of

emelee clears 61 & board marked -

by fierce political struggles.-

However, the shifts inm.meﬂfy e

pepiﬂetmns ‘il complicate any

néw boundéries, especiallywitha, -
hkely rewew by tl’le U.S: Justice.

‘b- See Populuﬂnn, page 12A y
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Popula,tmn shlft

to northern

Gila: W]]l a,ffect co]lege dlstrwts

Frompagoid . .| ;.
Depm-tmm charged thh prn-
fectitig, the rights and poliﬁcal
clout of minority: votars
Curfently, the voters.of north
brni-Gila County are divided int6'
District 1 and District 2; whichl
has’ 11,342 ‘voters-and is repre-
:auted by Larry Stephenson
T “two, districts now include |-
13- percent of tha county's pnpu,~
ation. : -
Stephanson and: Loetﬂer ha.ve
Jecoliie: increasingly. estranged |
Tom the board: majority in the -
rast yés.r mostly on issues con- !
Jeming‘ ‘GCC’s” uontra.ct ‘with
Zdsfeérn Arizona College, which '
" ves GCC's buidget and pro-
ra.__dceréditation in refirn for

1 25 percent overhead charge on i

werything GCC sperids.

Loeifler has éven called for an |
nvastlgation by the. attorney |
reneral’s office’ into the baard |
najority’s alleged violation of the '
)pen méeting law and a decision’
o De¢ember to suspend all of the-
ioard’sTules and bylaws, mcludr i
ng term lmits for the chairman. |

The’ ‘population shift to' the
iorth could Tesulf in north ¢ eoun-
y. board members: gajning. con:
fol‘of the bosard; which has until. |
oW remained” ﬁrmly in "Ash- -

ord’s conirol to the point tha.t he -

mnt let. dissident board mem-'
ers awe:i put toplcs on the’ agen
a.

Currently; northern Gﬂa.
ounty voters dominate two dis-. p
dets; the- San’ Carlos Apache
eservation dominates Distrjet 5 i
nd:theé votera of Globe "and.|.

fami’ are- adroitly diwdedl ;

stween. the undefsized District !
i -3 -the -erucial District. 3,
h.‘__,mgﬂudes the Tonto Basin.
1d ‘serves  as the swing: vote
stween north and south. ;- ‘

‘The conceniration of Hispdnic. -
~ that's 20 percent Hispanic; and

vuters in -thé Globe area and
: Native American votérs on the

San Carlos Apache Indian ..

Reservation will likely play & big
role in the task of actually drawy-
ing those boundaries: . t

Arizona, is one of 16 -states. )
that must*submit its redlstrmhng ’

_plan. to the Justice Department, -
‘ which rejected the first draft of
the’ Arizona plan-in 2000 and in -
1990: The Justice Department

determined t_ha.t Arizona’s plan -
i, would, have marginalized and

dﬂute the political power" of -
minurty " communities ' . in

Maricopa and P]nal countleé in

2000::
The Juﬁtlue
gmdeh.ues fa.vor nearly equal-

populationg in each distriet, but .

also. seek 10 create distrmts in.
. which ‘inority. candidates have
a chance of winniug xf they run
for eleetiqn ‘

Justice, _Department will _only
approve a plan that keeps miuar-,

ity communities in the same dis-

trict’ as’much’ as: possible —_—
espem.ally if the, djstrlqt“d]l have

at. least 5,5 percent mJ.nority vot-
ers. .

Uur,rently Dmiricts 1. and 2 in
. the'north: ha\re\on]y a smattering
of Hlspamc and Native American
yoters - perhaps-10 peraent
‘hetwéen the two groups.

. District 3 lias a fotal of 22 pé'ru
mostly

cent Hispanic vot;

"¢ On' e, offier haund, Distrlct 4

haa 4:34 pement H:spama popu--
lation; plus 3 percent Natwe_'

Ameneans

o

~~scattered among three districts

_could‘evan ouii th
“eagily’
Department i 1:
. be to take about 1,500 residents

- Of courge;: fierce pohhoa
: struggles 1o doubt lie'ahead fo
the “citizen yolunteers on th.
l.county’s redistricting ' commis
" sion — which, curreritly has si:
members who- livé in the nort]
,'and six memhe;:s WTm liva In th
south

All- have said they will’ aetﬂs
i nn ]ines that aré fa.ir and: bal
'auced g
However, 50 far the committa
 hasn’ 't been able to! actua].!y elec

' a chairman. :

District-5 has.a population =

20 pergent Native’ Americsn,
thanks to the inclusion of the San.
Garloz Apaclie' Resérvation and
& concentration of Hlspaniu vot-
ersin Winkelmsn and Hayden, -

. The: key to the halance of: |
power in the revised distriets will ;
depend on the héundaries. of
Distriet 3, whmh currently
includes Miami ‘part of Globe; -
Ronse‘velt Lake, tlle 'Ib:uto Basm
Gisels, and Ymmg )

" Ideally, each district’ should-
Haye 10,719 J;_esidgnts. s i

. The: radjstrmtmg cu:nm;l‘teel
at ulatton;;

The mdst obviuups shiﬂ: would:

from Districts: 1 and 2 in north- |
ern (Gila. Gounty a.m‘l shift them

' into District 3:

Line drawers %uld then have

P :to compeusate for that shift by. .

Generally, thaf means. the ' '

, the southern reachas of: Dlstrict- -
‘3 into Ashford’s Distriet 4°-—

moving about 1,000 residents in

whichi is abuut 1400 resxdents :
too small. ; A
- Finally, the liie dra.wers could ; Yo
shift about 500 residents from 8
District 5 to District 4, taking , 2,
care: nut to break up the San . P
Carlos Apache Reservation.
But would such'a shift run
afoul of the Juatme Department? . -
Maybe not — espeeially if the -
shlﬂ;s ended up ingreasing the !

. number " of _Hlapa.ma wters m.._

‘r&BIdEl_].fS of Globé and Miami at .
ar outhern end of the djs- s

Disfrict 4. * i
Currently, southern Glla.
. Gounty's | spa:n.ic residents are .

| —'nohe of which has a Hispanic

“possible:. .

board meimber: The parcen tages

of- Hmpamc voters in each dis-
triet ange from 20 to 34 — all

well - under the Justice

‘.Depﬂ.rtment's preference for a 55

percent. mmomty distriut whan
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mpu,t ' begms 111 J une

BY. TERESA. MCQUERREY

Y Adwaory Comimittee is tentative-

. OW - e
_ the bounda.ries for the ‘supervi-
sor'and community college. dis-
triets will he redrawn 111 Gﬂa\

"BY TERESA MGQUERREY" .';

districts next month.

‘At the May 10 meeting of ‘o
Linda Eastlick A
- director of electinns for the

-county, provided members With consultante;m August

eomnuttee,

a timeline for their tasks.

“No action ‘was taken on the_-
.timelme, it’s jugt\ 8 g‘ﬂlde,"

Easthc:k said. -

Schedula of ucﬁvﬂias

The fo]lowing 15 the schedule'..‘ :

ROUNDUP §TAFFREPORTER ‘
Everyone has a say i

County, .

. Not only Wlll resldents be
urged to attend upcoming public -
‘meetings, but those with acecess.

to the.Internet can also’ goon go

online and draw hound .’Ijmas‘ i
m - county Web site: wwigilacounty-

on county maps:
‘The county’s Web page foI' tha L
Gila . County  Redistricting

Adwsory Com;mttee will soon' ..

have g, link to.a tool with whicki
- will take users to'the redistrlct— -

; ing page, WhEI'E- the ma.
:_ﬂbe located. s ek

to draw supervisor and commu-

nity college district botindaries. .
Asexplained by Tony- Slssons:;

‘by college

';‘.;‘-: of aetmtles East]ick presented
. tothe RAC: .+

. * First round of public meet-

_;ings on: district” boundaries —

" 1y schedulod to start getting pub- _'j_the weeks of June'6 and June 13

lic input 011‘ radrawmg ‘the.
boundaries of the supervi:orr_"
and community’. collega board'

** RAC works on: public input,
delivers: reaommandatwns to
consultants for review — June_

" 15 throughJuly 15 -

. Second round of puhhd
maetmgs — the’ weelcs of July 18

~and July 25

. *Submigsion of proposa.ls to'

Gonsultauts creata DDJ
aubmission — August and
September.

. She added l:hﬂ.t in OI'dBI' tO g‘et‘:_ o RG‘V‘.[EW Df. boundm-y p]a,ns

the redistt-mhng plan reviewed.
by the' Department of Justice, . -
‘the prucess needs to-stick to the
; schedule as closely as. poas;ble de
. Before Gila Connty can have’

new districts fur wh.ng in'2012;
the DOJ must approve the pro- -
-posal

board and- supervi
sots — September
. » Plang submitted to DDJ -—

- Sept. 21

" One fhe pléns 4r6’in. DO

‘hands, officials there have, 60
days- to Teview and | eithér_

. approve a$ submitted: or make
.. recommendations for revisions.

_» " The goal is to have the final

- Dew boundanes approved by the

BOJ by Jan: 15, 2012

j ] :;?: ing, the page wm
A fullow djrections 0]

; ‘ﬁsb the

There_-m b OSii to,

'ftool and- slibmxttmg* p‘luposedﬁ
jf,dlstrict boundames is optional.

Lmda Eastlick, directur of the :

-county electmns departmerit,
said the'tool lhould be avaﬂableu“
by this Week. -

'To find the map. f.’l:g,::ulL gb fo the:

az.goy, and. under the department,
]jsting’, ‘click on‘“elections.” -

On th&tlp&ge, on the left sule
choose "redmtnctmg‘ and” tha.t'

Wﬂl‘ ‘
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County sees few district changes
By Michele Nelson

June 21, 2011
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e Print
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At a crowded public meeting on redistricting Thursday in Payson, county officials reported that the
district lines that have upset many north county residents for years can't change much.

Some 40 people listened to the county elections officials insist that federal rules protecting the voting

rights of racial minorities will prevent any significant change in district boundaries for the Gila County
Board of Supervisors or the Gila Community College Board of Directors.

The county's presentation alarmed many northern Gila County leaders, who hoped that the county's
redistricting committee would come up with district lines that fairly reflect the shift of county

population to the north. The county has held a serles of public sessions on redistricting, but only the
north county session has drawn a crowd.

Currently, south county voters dominate in two of the three board of supervisor seats and three of
the five college board seats, although a majority of voters live in the north. The population tallies
shifted to the north once again with the release of the 2010 Census.

Key participants included Payson Mayor Kenny Evans, Vice Mayor Michael Hughes former Payson
Mayor CIiff Potts, Star Valley Councilor Paty Henderson, President of the Gila Republican Party Don
Ascoli and residents from Payson, Pine and Strawberry. They listened to the presentation on the

public process to provide input in drawing new district lines based on the 2010 census given by
director of elections, Linda Eastlick.

“This district will be watched by the Justice Department to make sure the majority-minority voting
blocks are respected,” said Eastlick.



Cliff Potts Redistricling Committee member

She suggested that the federal government will likely reject any redistricting plan that reduces the
percentage of minority voters in any existing district. She also said the committee cannot draw new
lines that will put an incumbent in a different district.

That will constrain any district plan, since Gila County Supervisors Shirley Dawson and Michael
Pastor live a few blocks from one another in Globe.

Arizona is one of a handful of states that got in trouble with the Justice Department a decade ago for
drawing district lines that diluted the political power of minority communities, violating the voting
rights act, As a result, the Justice Department will review redistricting plans statewide this year.

The Justice Department's insistence on pratecting minority voting blocks could come into conflict
with a constitutional mandate to guarantee each district has nearly the same number of voters.
Previous court cases have found that districts can meet the constitutional standard so long as the
population of the largest district remains within 10 percent of the smallest district.

Historically, drawing voting district lines in creatively tortured twists and turns has helped political
parties and candidates gain and retain power. It has also allowed those convoluted lines to suppress

minority voters, for instance splitting up minority communities among several different districts
dominated by white voters.

In the official packet of information created by the county it states, “Federal law requires that the U.S.
Department of Justice approve all redistricting plans in Arizona ... If the Department of Justice

decides that Gila County's redistricting plan is discriminatory, they will not allow Gila County to use
the discriminatory redistricting plan."

During the public comment section of the presentation, former mayor Cliff Potts said, “| have
concerns about the whole process.”

Potts went on to say, “The current make up of District 2 and District 3 marginalizes and

disenfranchises whole towns (Star Valley), whole tribes (Tonto Apache) and whole communities
(Tonto Basin and Gisela) of people that need fair representation.”

Northern Gila County leaders believe that as Payson's population grows, the limitations stemming
from the majority-minority voting block federal guidelines will force more precincts in northern Gila



Pl

County to get whittled away and divided between the two southern board of supervisor districts. As a
result, no significant pool of north county voters can emerge that could influence an election. This

will continue to cause an imbalance in representation, even though the majority of the county
population lives in the north.

“There needs to be a way to have at least one of the supervisor's districts represent a relatively
equal population of citizens from both northern and southern Gila County so that the interests of
southern Gila County do not always trump our one supervisor's vote,” said Potts.

Currently, there's a 30 percent population difference between the largest and smallest Gila
Community College districts. The two north-county dominated districts have much larger
populations, but far fewer minority voters than the three sauthern districts.

The three county supervisor districts, by contrast, don't have huge differences in population.
Preliminary figures show that all three remain within 5 percent of the targeted average.

However, the minority populations differ markedly in the three districts.

Supervisor Tommie Martin's northern district has a minority population of about 10 percent, including
8 percent Hispanic and 2 percent Native American.

Supervisor Shirley Dawson's district has a 33 percent minority population, with 15 percent Native
American and 15 percent Hispanic.

Supervisor Mike Pastor's district also has a 33 percent minority population, including 29 percent
Hispanic and 4 percent Native American.
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Redistricting: Political sham? > - arar il Al
Advacates for fair county and college district lines got a dose of bad e =5
Sofere Boarst S G090~

news at last week's open forum, Gila County elections officials used i

the meeting to lay the groundwork for a redistricling that leaves north . f ol
g tolay the g h ves no 74‘2 Wﬁ# ./27%, C?-ﬂﬂ .

county voters disenfranchised, although the region now has most of
the voters and the great majorlty of the assassed value.

- a s [

County officials said thair hands are tied; The federal Depariment of
Justice won't accept dislrict lines that decrease the percentage of
minarity voters in any of the three supervisorial districts or the five Gila
Community College districts. Moreover, the county can't draw district
linas that would rasult in supervisors Shirley Dawsaon or Mike Pastor
living in the same district — although they live a couple of blocks aparl
in Globe now.

Qur response? Hooey (that's the cleaned-up version.)

Glla County's redistricting pracass this time around must take care to
safeguard the interests of the voling rights of the residents of the San
Carlos and Taonto Apache reservations — and the substantial Hispania
populations of Globe and other south county towns.,

However, the district lines must also respect the constitutional rights of
every voler to have an equal vote by living in districts of equal
population.

The norih county deserves falr represantation. For years district lines
have tilted to the south and have slighted the legitimata interests of
north county voters, wha pay the majority of the county's taxes, but
receive far fewer services.

The disparity |s especlally egraglous in the Gila Community College
District, where the dictaterial chairman Bob Ashford’s Globa-based
district has 30 percant fawer residents than the largest district, which
lies entirely in north county.

County officlals spent most of their time at a public forum trying to
convince the skeptical north county audience that thelr hands are tied:
They can't change the percentage of minority voters In any of the
districts and still win Depariment of Justice approval,

Wa belleva that is a misreading of the law and of the county's own

redistricting history. In fact, it sounds suspiciously like an excuse ta
adhere to the political status quo — even if it disenfranchises north
county residents.

We hopa that the county will dig deeper and let the redlstricling
committee conslider all the alternatives — instead of tumning the
process into a political sham.

We also hope that the board of supervisors, which must ultimately
make the decision on district linas, will act in the interests of the whole
county — instead of their own, personal political interests,

http://www.paysonroundup.com/news/2011/jun/21/school-board-struggles-make-tough-ch... —SAG2OT]
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Northern Gila County will be slighted again

June 24, 2011

e Email
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Editor:

The citizens of northern Gila County are being set up to be slighted again in the Gila County Decennial
Redistricting of the Supervisorial and College District Boundaries. The Board of Supervisors is 2 to 1 against
northern Gila County. Without our objection, the problem will continue. We have long witnessed and endured
the disastrous imbalances evident on the community college board. We have seen the admitted “confusion” on
the Globe supervisors in relation to the request for support for a university in Payson. Our progress as a region
is hampered by this unfair representation.

The last two resdistrictings, over the last 20 years, have set up the unbalanced representation between northern
and southern Gila County. Through the current redistricting process, we have a slim chance to rectify this
inequity.

The county is again using the same consultants as they did 10 years ago, that ensured two votes on the board of
supervisors for Globe and southern Gila County.

This time around, it should be incumbent upon these consultants to find a way to rectify the sins of the past
that will allow northern Gila County equitable representation on the board of supervisors and the college
board.

So far in the current process, only obstacles to that correction have been set forth by the consultants, The
limitations they espouse relate to preserving minority voting rights in District 2 and District 3 without
consideration of the 90 percent non-minority citizens in District 1.

The consultants need to help us figure out how to get one man, one vote to count for something in Gila
County, not to justify the status quo.



o

The Globe-based county elections staff, deny the redistricting process should address the disparity of northern
and southern Gila County interests. We, the citizens and voters need to insist that this process addresses the
fair representation of northern Gila County.

The current makeup of District 2 and District 3 marginalizes and disenfranchises whole towns (Star Valley),
whole tribes (Tonto Apache) and whole communities (Young, Tonto Basin and Gisela) of people that need fair
representation, when their interests don’t align with Globe.

There needs to be a way to have at least one of the supervisor’s districts to represent relatively equal
populations of citizens from both northern and southern Gila County so that the interests of southern Gila
County do not always trump our one supervisor’s vote.

I see the point of protecting the block of Indian and Hispanic votes, yet, no matter how important race voting
blocks may be, it does not justify, for even a minute (let alone 10 years), depriving any citizen of their
constitutional right to one man, one vote representation.

CIliff Potts



Al 1 ELY OLILL AWM/ WAAMIELS /| A &AW O LLAGLES SAGAAAALLACGLLD LWALAOLLAWLILLE WiWLICiLLs 4 B L WL

o
79° Fair You are nol loggad In.
Sea complele farecast (Lag In * Creale accounl)

* Markelplece Business Direclory ~ ANA Public Notices  Communily Info ~ Classifieds  Real Estale  Subscriplions  Glick hera lo see and buy pholos

Nows Sporis  Schools  Opinion Living Submit Your Roundup Rim Rovlow  Tourlsm & Roe. | I

e o R SENRAY.

Ak FINANGIAL ADVISOR: |
G, 113 W MAIN 5T, STE A

oSS
PAYSON, { B:FS‘"I #ik AE T TR R AN B
(9zB)age.228y rmk . f L L :

Archive for Tuesday, July 19, 2011

Archive for Tuesday, July 19, 2011
Tribe’s map dominates redistricting debate

By Michele Nelson A Tonto Apache-submilted Glla Gaunty
July 18, 2011 supervisorial redistricling map may
becoma the rallying point for north
counly residents concermned about
redislricling.

Email Posla commeanl Print

The Tonto Apache have asked the
caunly to unite the north county precinct
that includas their reservation with the
portions of the San Carlos and While
Mountaln Apache reservations in
District 3.

S

Al

T

] -"="’h,-"'" ADVERTISEMENT
[

Under this plan, the Tonto Apache Trbe
calls for shifting from Dislrict 3 to District
2 a group of mosltly Hispanic volers in
Globe, Winkieman and Hayden to
balance out the shift of the reservalion
and surrounding nelghborhoods.

The shifts would create an almost
aentirely white, narth county District 1; a2
soulh counly dominated District 2 with a
large block of Hispanlc volers; and a
Disfrict 3 evenly balanced between

north and soulh with a large block of e 1;-*% R
Apache volers. L "%*.Fﬂ‘ R
dyson kaie

The Tonlo Apache plan stands in
apparent contrast to the approach of
consultanls hired by Gila Counly to help 55
draw up maps that will not run afoul of the U.S, Juslice Depariment, ADVERTISEMENT
which will revlew all the redislricling plans In the state for compliance
wilh the voling rights act. The counly’s consultant has sald the Juslice  QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Department will prabably object to any plan that lowers the total n
percentage of minorily votes in either District 2 or 3. Would the transfer of violent

inmates to county jails destroy
That logic would result in little change in the supervisorial district lines, he | I 2
that have produced two south-leaning districts — despite the shiftof a the loca SyStam

ma]orily of lhe population to north county. F Yas
No
The consullant’s map would result in a roughly 7-percent population E] Undecided

difference between the largest and smalles! districts. The Tonlo
Apache plan would produce a difference of about 1 or 2 percent.

... | orzee resulls

Transtale Shara 3

http://www.paysonroundup.com/news/201 1/jul/19/tribes-map-dominates-redistricting-deba... -H272011L
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| e
supporling the Tonto Apache plan,

(h_ﬂ_} Meanwhile, the independant redistricling committee will meet tanight
) (Tuesday) lo discuss the latest plans.

e
Pl
(b e

o

:

R

Most of he debate so far has centered on the lines for the three counly
supervisor seats, However, the independent redistricling commiltee
and the board of supervizors must also redraw the lines for the Gila
Communily College Board, where the {ive district populations have
gollen far more unbalanced than in the supervisor districts,

The Tonle Apache plan released last week now seems likely lo
emerge as the chief altemative to the consultant’s suggestion the
supervisors approve only minor boundary changes. The Tonto Apache
suggest moving thelr District 2 precinct (Payson 2) in ils enlirety, which
Includes Gisela. The shift Into Dislrict 3 “unites the representalive
Apache Tribes in Gila County — the Tonlo, San Carlos and White
Mountaln — within Distrct 3 o glve us a true Apache tribal vole and

strengthens our actual ability to elect,” said the Tribal Councll In its July
12 mema,

The Tonto then suggest moving Hispanics from District 3 Into District
2, which would include precinels Globe 7, Christmas, Hayden and
Winkleman. Such a mova would rasult in a strong minority Apache
voling block In District 3 and a strong minorily Hispanic block In District Top jobs - Top rantals - Top ransportation
2, wrote the Tonte Apache Tribal Coungil,

The Tonlto Apache plan would reduce the Hispanic and Apache voling
black In District 3 from about 56 parcent to more like 40 percent—
) even though it would Increase the Apache total. And that could un
( ; afoul of federal guidelines.

Redistricling consultanis for Gila Counly say Gila County shows a
patlern of "significant raclally polarized voling.” Therelore, argue the
consultants, the Justice Department will likely reject any plan that
reduces tolal minority percentages In Districts 2 and 3, which now
have large enough valing blocks to elect minority supervisars.

A memo wrilten by the county's redislrcting consullants suggests

crealing a new, separate precinet for the Tonto Apache and then ADVERTIREWENT
moving that precinct to District 3 wilh the San Carlos Apache,

accarding to the memo wiitten by Bruce Adelson, of Federzal

Compliance Consulling.

However, the Tonto Apache Tribal Council complained such a mova
wauld separate them fram Payson and Gisela,

The confiict comas down to whether the federal voling acl recognizes
the difference between different minorily groups — like Apaches and
Hispanics. The Tonlo Apache maintain that they would ralherbe In a
dislrict wilth a large Apache voling block, even if the combined total of
Apaches and Hispanics didn't account for a majority of voters,

The Tribal Councli sald, *We belleve the Intent of the Voling Righis Act
Iz lo sirengthen the abllity of Individual minorilies lo elect candidates of
thelr cholce, rather than risking reverse discrimination by combining
different minorities and masking actual voling ability with arificial,
Infiated co-mingled numbers.”

- Bolitical Bedistricting Eroperty Management
{ Demaographic analyses Including plan Low Fees, 24-7 Reparting Diract
\\"LJ. 3 development and maps Deposit, 25 Yrs Experiance
L demogranhers.com wyiviphoenixoroperymomt.e AdChalces >
Translate Share 3
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Payson council supports Tonto Apache
redistricting plan

By Pete Aleshire

duly 26, 2011
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The Payson Town Councll last week
unanimously supported a plan put
forward by the Tonto Apache Triba lo
draw new district lines for the thrae
caunly board of supervisor seals.

ADVERTISEMENT

The Star Valley councll Is also expected
to support the plan. That would make
the Tonto Apache plan the North
Counly favorite — and one of the few
plans that might survive consultant's
fears that any significant change In the
current boundaries will upset the
Department of Justice, which will review
any proposed redislricling plan to
determine if it blunts the polilical clout of
minorily resldents,

“As we have battled aur way through
redislricting, we find there are confilcling
rules,” sald Payson Mayar Kenny
Evans, referring lo federal guldelines
that say districts should have nearly the
same population but boundary changes
should not reduce the tolal percentage
of minorily voters In certain districts.

“Someone is going to have to say which
rule wa follow.”

The Payson council's action came on
the heels of the latest meeting by the
counly-appolnted commiltea charged
with recommending new maps to the board of supervisors.

That commillee wrestled with the complexities of the consultanl's
finding that because the county shows a pattem of “raclally polarized
voling,” the Justice Department will likely abject to any change In

dislrict lines that will raduce the parcentage of minorities in District 2 or
District 3.

Since tha majarity of bath Hispanic and Native American voters In the
counly live In South County, that view waould likely guarantee district
lines that would enable South Caunly voters to continue to dominate
two of the threa county dislricts — although more than half of the

2

s

it

ADVERTISEMENT

eely, Mulling & Associates,
L CEAMATD PUOLUG ACEOUTTANT -5
g Bfap a Ch\sa o 1™ Serving ihe Rla Ceantry for 30 Trin

" ATTENTION: Small Businesses, LLCs,

weeze  GoOrporations & AuditServices
wdi duniLny 2l Soewgnat :.ln-.umfan_“
h H e Hm "“: P unmmaum
DébraDaniels o1 Hancy Colemannt D28-473:2024 affag G20-314-6600
020 LUwy2G0.5EN0 A Paytan AEDAS 1= DebrnB1cehvmallinrcom -

ADVERTISEMENT

QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Would the transfer of violent
inmates to county jails destroy
the local system?

C | Undecided
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membership balanced balween North and South Gounty residents "“70 CALLERES
grappled with the complexitles for several hours last Tuesday, July 19. j

Commitlee members considered a dozen proposed maps that irled to
make the populallons of the three supervisarial dislricls as nearly
aqual as possible, withaut making it harder for minorily voters lo elect
candldates with which they agree.

That Included the submission of a map by the Tonto Apache Tribe that
would shift their Payson reservation into Distrct 3 to Joln with the
porlions of the White Mountain and San Carlos Reservatlons already
In that distriet. To balance out the shift, the Tonto Apache map would
move Hispanic vaters now in District 3 south of Globe into District 2.

That map would slightly increase the clout of Apache vatars In District

3 and significanlly increase the share of Hispanle voters In District 2,

while leaving District 1 In North Counly overwhelmingly white, f;“':'ms
0N, T

Howaver, It would also reduce the comblned total of Apache and
Hispanlc voters in District 3 from about 50 parcent to about 44 percent,
which could run afaul of key provisions of the Voling Rights Act,

accarding o stalements by the two consultants hired to advise the
cammitiee.

The consullants sald tha only map that didn't appear to have problems
with the Voling Rights Act was a version that [eft the current district
lines almost unchanged. The populations of the three districts right
now don't vary by more than 10 percent fram smallest lo largest, which
means the counly would not necessarily have lo change the lines to
salisfying the rules concerning one-man, one-vale.

Four maps will be studled

The commiltee members {ast week seliled on four maps for further
study, Including the map submitted by the Tonto Apache Tribe.

The commiltee asked lhe cansullanis to figure out whether crealing
new pracincts would make It possible to adjust boundarias without
significanlly reducing the minorily percentages in districls 2 and 3. The
consultants will reporl back ta the commiliee this week.

_,fk\";“\
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ADVERTISEMENT
The commiltea has already seliled on three alternative maps for the
cammunily college districls.

After the consullants work the submitted supervisor maps over, the
committee will pick maps to recommend to tha supervisors.

The board of supervizors during the first week In August are expecled
to pick ane map for the supervisorial districts and another map for the
communily college distrel. The counly will then hold a round of public
hearings on those proposed maps.

Final maps go to Department of Justice for review

The maps adopled by the counly supervisors will then go 1o the
Department of Juslice far review. Arizona remains one of a handful of
slales whose distrct maps must go back to the Juslice Depariment to
ensura thay don't violate the Voling Rights Act. Arizona ramalns on
virlual redlstricting probation because the Depariment of Juslice
detarmined that many of the boundaries lawmakers drew In Maricopa
and Pima counties diluted the clout of Hispanies there In violation of
the voling rights act,

The state approved tha Department of Juslice's rejection of its

redislricling plan a decade ago. A Judge upheld the slate's plan and
Teanslala Shara 2
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current district lines never did actually recelve the Dei:varlmanl of
Juslice's blessing, sald Mayor Evans.

The consultants’ initial presentation to the redistricling commiliee [ast
week suggesled that none of the proposed maps for lhe community
colleges seem likely lo raise red flags at the Justice Deparimenl.

That initlal presentation also made it sound like any change In the
boundaries far the supervisarial districts that reduces the percentage
of minority volers In districls 2 and 3 will trigger questians.

Hawever, in later discussions the consullants conceded that the
request of the Tonlo Apache Tribe will likely ralse novel legal issues
that have not been settled by previous cour cases,

The key question lies in whether the Justice Depariment will lump

together Hispanies and Apaches In deciding whether a partleuler plan
dilutes thelr voling rights.

Racially polarized voting patterns

The consultant also took palns to try to explain the finding of a raclally
polarized voting pattern in past supervisorial eleclions.

Sevaral commiltee members objecled to the findlngs, pointing out that
althaugh Supervisorial District 2 has a malority white populatian, the
district has historically elecled Hispanic supervisors — mast racently
Supervisor Mike Paslor.

“That proves thal we don't vale based on race In Gila County,” sald
one commitlee member.

The consultant struggled to explain the statistics behind the finding of a
racially polarized voling paltern. Several committee members have
demanded the detailed stalistical analysis, but the cansultants have
sald the analysls Is “work product” and therefore confidential. Howevar,
they did talk In general terms about what conslitutes “racially polarized”
voling.

The analysis refers more to variations In voling from ana precinct to
another than to the auteome of the election districtwide.

For Inslance, each district has many different precincts, each with
different percentages of minarity volers. A district is cansidered
*raclally polarized” If a Hispanlc candidate gels a higher percenlage of

the vote in the moslly Hispanlc districls than in the mostly while
districts.

Imagine for a moment that a Hispanic candidale gels a 55 percent of
the vate in a moslly white district but B0 percent of the vote In & mestly
Hispanie district, That statislic would suppart a finding (hat the dislrict
shows a patlem of “raclally polarized voting,” even though a majority of
whites might support the minarily candidate.

Inllially, the consultants suggested that the Justice Depariment would
aulomatically reject such a change — and would give no credit for a
corresponding Increase in minorily rapresentation in an adjoining
district.

However, after the meeling lhe cansultants conceded thal the
argument the Tonto Apaches raise Is a novel issue and thal "there's no
telling” how the Juslice Depariment might view such a shift.

Moreover, the consultanls said in the past the Justice Depariment has
gliven areat welght to farmal plans submilled by Indian ribes.
2

http://www.paysonroundup.com/news/201 1/jul/26/payson-council-supports-tonto-apache-r... 226+



Y

10€ rayson Kounaup / rayson COUurncil Supports 1 Onto APacie IedlsiriCUung pldi

Demaographlc analyses Including plan

development and maps
demographers.com

The consuilanis promised to come up wilh refinemenis of the four
counly supervisor maps preferred by the commillee. Those

refinements will likely do jigsaw puzzla shifts of some of the nearly

5,000 census tracls In the counly, Instead of reslrcling the moves to

the roughly 167 precincls.

That fine-grained adjustment could result in naw maps that make only
minar shifts In minorily populatlons.
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District maps approved

Committee punts political football to supervisors
By Michele Nelson

August 2, 2011
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The committee charged with drawing up new district boundaries for the board of supervisors decided on
Friday to toss the smoking political ember back into the laps of the supervisors.

The Redistricting Committee on July 29 voted to submit six maps to supervisors without ranking their
preferences, three each for the community college and supervisorial districts.

“We’re not going to rank the maps, we’ll let the supervisors rank them,” said Robert Sanchez, chairman of the
committee.

The three proposed maps for the five Gila Community College Districts spurred little debate. All three would
shift political clout decisively to north county in accordance with recent population changes.

However, the maps for the three county supervisorial districts provoked much more discussion, mainly due to

the map submitted by the Tonto Apache Tribe that would both alter minority percentages and shift the balance
of political power to the north.

The committee debated whether reducing the number of minority voters in one district and increasing them in
the neighboring district will run afoul of the federal government’s interpretation of the Voting Rights Act.

“The Tonto Apache map is outside of the DOJ (Department of Justice) requirements,” said Sanchez.

A lengthy discussion over the map submitted by the Tonto Apache Tribe bounced back and forth due to the
unique situation the Tonto Apache map created. Committee members said that never before has a minority

group specifically requested to be moved into a new district while moving members of a different minority
group out of that district.



o

q

“I believe what the Tonto Apache has put together the DOJ has never seen before,” said James Feezor, who
drew up one of the alternative maps approved by the committee on Friday.

“We are looking at placating 250 tribal members and you're serewing District 3 in terms of equalization
voting,” said Robert Dalby.

“We're not going to satisfy everybody,” said Sanchez, who added that the minority percentages and population
balance in Feezor’s map were “almost ideal.”

Both the Tonto Apache’s map and the map proposed by Feezor would likely shift political power on the three-
member board of supervisors to the north. Both maps would move some north-county voters from District 2 to

District 3. This would effectively create a north county District 1, a mostly south county District 2 and District
3 that would lean north, but also include most Native American voters in the county.

Both the Feezor and Tonto Apache maps would move the roughly 200 Tonto Apache residents from District 2
to District 3. But the Tonto Apache wanted to also shift Hispanic voters from District 3 to District 2, which
could reduce the overall minority percentage in District 3 from about 52 percent to about 44 percent— even as
it increased the minority percentage in District 2 by a roughly similar amount.

The Feezor map addresses the Tonto Apache issue of moving the Tonto Apache Tribe into the same voting
district as the White Mountain and San Carlos Apaches, but does not displace as many Hispanics as the Tonto

Apache map. Nor does the Feezor map move Gisela into the same district as the Tonto Apache, a request the
tribe made due to those lands being ancestral lands, said the committee.

The challenge for the consultants and the supervisors will be to submit a map that will allow Hispanics to

continue electing their candidate of choice, while keeping the intent of the Tonto Apache Tribe intact, said
Linda Eastlick, director of Gila County elections.

The final supervisor map the committee discussed was the Tom Moody map, which features only minimal
changes in current district boundaries.

“The tribes aren’t together, but the derivation of the population is good. This is a different map from the other

two. This map says to the board of supervisors, “We appreciate our Native American population, but here is a
different map,’” said Sanchez.

After this comment, the committee voted to move forward on the three supervisor maps as submitted.
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